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SUBJECT: MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT CARTER TO PRESIDENT 
YHOMBI-OPANGO 

1 . FOR BONN: PLEASE REQUEST FRG FOREIGN MINISTRY TO TRANS- 
MIT ENGLISH AND FRENCH TEXTS OF FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM 
PRESIDENT CARTER TO CONGOLESE PRESIDENT YHOMBI-OPANGO VIA 
THE FRG EMBASSY IN BRAZZAVILLE: 

2. QUOTE (ENGLISH TEXT) 
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"DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: I THANK YOU EOR YOUR KIND MESSAGE 
OF APRIL 13. ON BEHALF OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, I WISH TO 
EXTEND TO THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF THE 
CONGO AND THE CONGOLESE PEOPLE OUR HEARTFELT SYMPATHIES FOR 
THE TRAGIC DEATH OF YOUR LATE PRESIDENT N'GOUABI. I AM 
PLEASED THAT YOU, AS HIS SUCCESSOR, ARE CONTINUING HIS 
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EFFORTS TO NORMAFIZE REFATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES. 

FOR THE REASONS EXPLAINED TO AMBASSADOR MONDIO, WE WERE NOT 
ABLE TO MEET, AS YOU PROPOSED, ON MAY 9 TO DISCUSS NORMAL- 
IZATION OF OUR RELATIONS. HOWEVER, WE WOULD BE PREPARED TO 
SEND A DELEGATION TO MEET WITH YOUR REPRESENTATIVES IN BONN 
IN EARLY JUNE. WE WILL SHORTLY BE CONTACTING YOU REGARDING 
ARRANGEMENTS AND THE COMPOSITION OF OUR DELEGATION, WHOSE 

CHAIRMAN WILL BE FULLY EMPOWERED TO SPEAK FOR ME. UNQUOTE 
QUOTE (FRENCH TEXT) C'EST AVEC MES REMERCIEMENTS QUE 
J' ACCUSE RECEPTION DE VOTRE AIMABLE MESSAGE DU 13 AVRIL. 

AU NOM DU PEUPLE AMERICAIN, JE DESIRE PRESENTER AU 
GOUVERNEMENT DE LA REPUB LIQUE POPULAIRE DU CONGO ET AU 
PEUPLE CONGOLAIS NOS SINCERES CONDOLEANCES POUR LA MORT 
TRAGIQUE DU PRESIDENT N'GOUABI. JE ME FELICITE QU'EN 
VOTRE QUALITE DE SUCCESSEUR VOUS POURSUIVIEZ LES EFFORTS 
QU'IL AVAIT ENTREPRIS POUR NORMALISER LES RELATIONS ENTRE 
NOS DEUX PAYS. 

POUR LES RAISONS EXPOSEES A L'AMBASSADEUR MONDIO, IL NE 
NOUS A PAS ETE POSSIBLE DE NOUS RENCONTRER, COMME VOUS LE 
PROPOSIEZ, LE 9 MAI POUR DISCUTER DE LA NORMALISATION DE 
NOS RELATIONS. TOUTEFOIS, NOUS SERIONS DISPOSES A 
ENVOYER UNE DELEGATION A UNE RENCONTRE AVEC VOS REPRESEN- 
TANTS A BONN AU DEBUT DE JUIN. NOUS VOUS AVISERONS 
D'ICI PEU DE LA COMPOSITION DE NOTRE DELEGATION, DONT LE 
CHEF SERA, BIEN ENTENDU, PLEINEMENT HABILITE A PRENDRE 
LA PAROLE EN MON NOM. 
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JE VOUS PRIE D'AGREER, MONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT, LES ASSUR- 
ANCES DE MA TRES HAUTE CONSIDERATION. UNQUOTE 

3. FORUSUN: PLEASE PROVIDE CONGOLESE AMBASSADOR WITH 
ENGLISH AND FRENCH TEXT OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S LETTER AND 
INFORM HIM THAT ORIGINAL TEXT WILL BE GIVEN HIM SHORTLY 
FOR TRANSMITTAL TO BRAZZAVILLE. ALSO TELL HIM THAT WE HAVE 
PROVIDED TEXT OF LETTER TO BONN FOR TRANSMITTAL THROUGH ITS 
EMBASSY, AND INFORM HIM OF OUR PROPOSAL THAT ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY SCHAUFELE MEET FOREIGN MINISTER OBENGA ON 
JUNE 6, WHEN FOREIGN MINISTER IS VISITING BONN. VANCE 
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